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WORLD  TRADE  IN  EGGS  AND  POULTRY, 
1973  AND  1974 


Import  of  eggs  by  the  eight  most  important  egg 
importing  countries  in  1974  totaled  468  million  do/en  shell 
eggs  and  141  million  pounds  oi  egg  products.' This  volume 
represents  an  8  percent  increase  in  shell  eggs  but  a  20  per- 
cent decline  in  egg  products  from  the  1973  levels. 
Preliminary  estimates  for  1975  indicate  that  the  volume  of 
world  imports  of  shell  eggs  and  egg  products  declined. 
Bucking  this  trend,  however,  U.S.  exports  for  the  first  9 
months  of  1975  increased  2!  percent  for  shell  eggs  and  a 
hefty  92  percent  for  egg  products  over  that  of  the  same 
period  in  1974. 

Poultry  meat  imports  by  the  eight  most  important 
importing  countries  at  853.5  million  pounds  in 
1974  were  1  percent  less  than  in  1973  or  1972.  but  around 
6  percent  larger  than  in  1971.  The  outlook  is  for  a  slight 
increase  in  trade  in  1975.  U.S.  exportsof  total  poultry  meat 
during  the  first  9  months  of  1975  increased  9  percent  in 
quantity  and  4  percent  in  value  as  compared  with  the  first  9 
months  of  1974. 

Shell  Eggs 

Trade  in  shell  eggs  contmued  its  upward  trend  in  1974. 
Germany,  as  usual,  was  the  leadmg  importer.  Of  the  468 
million  do/en  shell  eggs  imported  by  the  eight  principal 
importingcountries,  Germany  imported  272  million  do/en, 
or  58  percent.  Hong  Kong  ranked  second  with  77  million 
do/en.  while  Switzerland,  the  United  Kingdom.  Austria, 
and  Ital\  followed  in  importance. 

(iermanv  obtained  48  percent  of  its  imports  of  shell  eggs 
from  the  Netherlands  and  40  percent  from 
Belgium  Luxembourg.  Only  3  percent  came  from  coun- 
tries outside  the  European  Community.  Hong  Kong's 
largest  supplier  was  the  People's  Republic  of  China  ( PRC), 
which  supplied  92  percent.  The  United  Kingdom's  largest 


'  I  radc  ligurcs  ihroughoul  this  report  represent  imports  b\  the 
eight  largest  importers  rathcrthananc.xhaiisti\clist  ot  all  imports. 


supplier  was  France,  while  East  European  countries  were 
the  principal  exporters  to  Switzerland,  Austria,  and  Italy. 

Egg  Products 

Imports  of  egg  products  by  major  markets  declined  from 
177  million  pounds  in  1973  to  141  million  pounds  in  1974 
for  a  20  percent  drop.  Imports  by  Japan  accounted  for  37 
percent  of  the  total  in  both  1973  and  1974.  The  United 
Kingdom  ranked  second  in  1973.  but  dropped  to  third 
place  in  1974.  A  large  part  of  the  20  percent  decline  in 
imports  of  egg  products  in  1974  was  due  to  lower  imports 
by  Japan  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

fhe  principal  suppliers  of  egg  products  were  Australia  in 
1973  (22  percent)  and  the  Netherlands  ( 18  percent)  in  1974. 
fhe  PRC  ranked  third  with  1  1  percent  and  14  percent  for 
each  year  respectively.  Australia,  the  Netherlands,  and  the 
PRC  supplied  50  percent  of  the  trade  in  1973  and  46  per- 
cent in  1974.  On  an  area  basis,  Asia  and  Oceania  was  the 
largest  supplier,  with  35  percent  in  1973  im  l  ( (  percent  in 
1974.  in  second  place  was  the  EC  with  27  pcieent  in  1973 
and  28  percent  in  1974.  East  European  countries  ranked  in 
third  place,  supplying  8.8  percent  and  9.6  percent  in  1973 
and  1974  respectively.  However,  if  East  and  West 
European  countries  are  combined,  Europe  is  the  world's 
largest  supplier  of  egg  products,  with  40  percent  in  1973and 
41  percent  in  1974. 


Poultry  Meat 

Poultry  meat  imports  by  major  importing  countries  in 
1974  totaled  854  million  pounds,  only  one  percent  less  than 
the  levels  for  1972  and  1973.  West  (iermany  imported  592 
million  pounds,  or  69  percent  of  total  iinports  by  the  eight 
principal  importing  countries.  Following  Germany  as 
principal  importer  were  Hong  Kong.  Japan,  and 
Switzerland,  accounting  for  23  percent  of  the  total,  while 
imports  by  Au.stria,  Singapore,  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Greece  accounted  for  the  remaining  8  percent.  The 
principal  supplying  countnes  were  the  EC  countries  (69 
percent).  East  European  countries  (15  percent),  the  United 


States  (9  percent)  and  the  PRC  (5  percent).  The  U.S.  share 
of  the  total  market  gained  1 .09  percent  over  its  1 973  share, 
the  Fast  European  share  gained  0.62  percent,  while  the 
shares  of  the  market  for  other  suppliers  declined. 

Germany,  the  world's  largest  importer,  obtained  85  per- 
cent of  its  imports  from  other  FC  countries.  The  Nether- 
lands was  Germany's  largest  single  country  supplier,  with 
67  percent  of  its  imports,  while  Fast  European  countries 
supplied  1  1  percent.  Hong  Kong's  imports  came  largely 
from  the  United  Statesand  thePeople's  Republicof  China, 
with  each  country  supplying  around  35  percent  of  Hong 
Kong's  poultry  meat  imports,  while  FC  countries  supplied 
17  percent.  Japan's  principal  suppliers  were  the  United 
States  (42  percent),  the  PRC  (23  percent),  Denmark  (15 
percent),  and  Hungary  (8  percent).  Switzerland's  principal 
suppliers  were  Hungary  (38  percent)  and  France  (25  per- 
cent). The  principal  suppliers  to  Austria  were  the  East 
European  countries,  mostly  Hungary,  while  the  EC 
countries  supplied  most  of  the  exports  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  Singapore  and  Greece.  In  1974,  U.S.  exports 
increased  to  Hong  Kong,  Japan,  Singapore,  and  Austria 
but  declined  to  Germany,  Switzerland,  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Greece. 


Outlook 

Preliminary  estimates  of  world  production  of  poultry 
and  eggs  for  1 975  indicate  a  slight  decline  for  poultry  meat 
but  a  slight  upturn  for  eggs,  possibly  no  more  than  a  1  per- 
cent change  for  either  commodity.  1  he  cost-price  squeeze 
was  the  most  difficult  problem  in  both  the  United  States 
and  Europe  during  1974,  contributing  to  lower  production 
in  both  regions.  Even  so,  as  a  result  of  consumer  resistance 
to  higher  prices,  the  EC  continued  subsidizing  large  quanti- 
ties of  whole  broilers  into  export.  With  improved  prices 
during  1 975  and  the  return  of  a  profit  margin  for  both  eggs 
and  poultry  meat  production,  output  is  expected  to 
increase  again  in  1976.  Demand,  on  the  other  hand,  is  diffi- 
cult to  predict.  Mixed  forecasts  seem  to  lean  toward  an 
upturn  in  the  world  economies,  with  an  increased  world 
demand  for  protein  foods. 

On  balance,  it  would  appear  that  as  Europe  increases  its 
efforts  to  keep  supply  and  demand  in  better  balancethan  in 
the  past,  the  outlook  is  for  very  little  change  in  either 
imports  or  prices  during  1976. 
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